THE PAGORIA FAMILY

MARIANO PAGORIA AND GIUSEPPA CIACCIO
Mariano Pagoria was born about 1781. He is believed to be the son of Filippo Pagoria (d. 1828) and Angela Pieoraro. Mariano married Giuseppa Ciaccio, the daughter of G_____ Ciaccio and Nicasia _____.  They 

had four known children--

Filippo

(b. December 27, 1808)


Angela 

(b. abt. 1811)

Salvadora
(b. May 8, 1814)

Nicasia
 
(b. abt. 1818)

It can be said with reasonable certainty that Filippo (b.1808) is the first son, if Mariano’s father is Filippo 

(d. 1828), as the first boy is usually named for his paternal grandfather, according to the Italian naming custom. Unless there is an earlier child who maybe didn’t survive, Mariano’s marriage date is estimated as approximately 1807.  The first known daughter, Angela (b. abt. 1811) is named for her paternal grandmother, Angela Pieoraro. The second girl should be named for the maternal grandmother--Nicasia.  But, the second known girl is Salvadora.  Since the ordering of names seems amiss, there could be an earlier Nicasia that died.  The birthdates given for Angela and Nicasia are estimates, calculated from their ages at the time of marriage.  Further research should include a search for their baptismal certificates to learn their exact years of birth.

Whether or not there were more than four children born, it’s not possible for there to be any children after 1818, because Mariano died April 27, 1818, at approximately age 37.  An estimate for his year of birth can be calculated from birth records of his children.  This differs from document to document, however, thus none can be taken literally.  But, it can be stated with certainty that Mariano was a middle aged man when he died.  His surname is spelled “Pauria” on the death record. This spelling is also found on 17th and 18th century census records, and often in Latin church during the 18th century.  When Mariano died, the oldest of his children was only ten years old.  He did not see his children grow up.

Filippo Pagoria and Isabella Parisi:

Mariano’s son, Filippo, grew up to marry Isabella Parisi on April 11, 1834.   She is the daughter of Vincenzo Parisi and Felicia Campizi. Interestingly,  one of the witnesses at their wedding was Angela Pagoria, daughter of Nicasio Pagoria and Serafina Pesco.   Nicasio is believed to be the brother of Mariano Pagoria, thus Angela Graziano would be Filippo’s cousin.  Filippo’s baptismal record reveals his year of birth as 1808.  Unfortunately, his

marriage application does not include a marriage certificate for his parents, which might have provided the name of Mariano’s father.  But he did submit death records for his father and grandfather.  There is one for

Mariano (d.1818) and one for a Filippo Pagoria (d. 1828--of Isidoro and Giovanna), who is assumed to be his grandfather. The latter is the same death record submitted by children of Nicasio Pagoria and Serafina Pesco when they married.  The church in Caccamo verified that the father of Nicasio Pagoria was Filippo (of Isidoro).  Thus, the fact that this document was included amongst those submitted for a child of Mariano is a strong clue indicating that Nicasio and Mariano were brothers.   This evidence, together with the fact that Nicasio’s daughter served as a witness at Filippo’s wedding,  is supplemented later on when Filippo’s sister, Salvadora, also submitted the same death record, listed as her grandfather.   Thus, it does seem that Nicasio and Mariano are both the sons of Filippo Pagoria (of Isidoro and Giovanna), though there is no absolute evidence that actually says “Mariano of Filippo and Giovanna”. 

Filippo’s occupation seems to have been a blacksmith--at least in his early years.   About 20 years after his marriage, there is a different occupation recorded--perhaps a trader of some kind. Filippo was not literate in 1833. On the last page of his marriage record it states that he does not know how to sign his name. Filippo and Isabella had six children--

Mariano 

(b.  May 21, 1834)

Vincenzo 
(b.  May 8, 1836)

Giuseppe

(b.  June 4, 1838)

Giuseppa

(b.  March 1, 1841)

Rosalia

(b.  June 19, 1849)

Teotista

(b.  March 24, 1853)

They named their first born, after the child’s paternal grandfather, Mariano.  This child would later emigrate to the village of Alia. Through Mariano, the Pagoria name was carried on in Alia, but was distorted to “Paoria”.  He apparently kept in contact with his relatives in Caccamo, because the current generation in Alia was aware that they had cousins in Caccamo.  Research is not yet complete for the rest of the children of Filippo and Isabella, regarding whom they married or if they even survived to adulthood.  Thus, it is unknown if Vincenzo or Giuseppe carried on the Pagoria surname in Caccamo or elsewhere.

There are some gaps between children of Filippo and Isabella that seem to indicate that a few more children should exist between Giuseppa  (b.1841) and Teotista (b.1853).  Also, there should be a daughter Felicia, named for Isabella’s mother, before there is a daughter Teotista.   Microfilms for births in the early to mid 1840’s were searched, but contained spots that were blackened too badly to read.  Perhaps the information can be learned from the provincial archives in Palermo.  Further research should include a “Status of Family” report for Mariano and Apollonia Pagoria from the Alia archives office, which would list all of their children’s births, who they married and dates of death.  (This service is not available in Caccamo Archives Office, thus could not be used for any Pagoria families there).

The Catanese family:

Angela (b. abt. 1811), daughter of Mariano Pagoria and Giuseppa Ciaccio, grew up to marry Pietro Catanese in 1834.  Pietro’s profession is listed as "middle class".  They too named their first son Mariano. But, his namesake is the father of Pietro Catanese.  Both the paternal and maternal grandmothers of this child were named Giuseppa, and this is the name given to the first born female.  With both sets of grandparents named "Mariano and Giuseppa", there was more opportunity to make use of aunts and uncles as namesakes.  Their second son, Filippo, according to the naming custom, would be named for a favorite paternal uncle--Angela’s brother Filippo (b.1808).  The rest of the children would be named for other aunts and uncles, alternating paternal and maternal namesakes. Angela and Pietro had nine children--

Giuseppa

(b.  August 21, 1834)

Mariano

(b.  June
29, 1836)

Filippo

(b.  August 2, 1838)

Vincenzo

(b.  December 1, 1840)

Giuseppe

(b.  April 21, 1842)

Vincenzo

(b.  December 4, 1844)

Salvatore

(b.  February 2, 1847)

Nicasia

(b.  June 14, 1850)

Maria Concetta
(b.  December 7, 1852)

It appears that the first attempt to have a child named Vincenzo didn't succeed, as there are two children by that name for this couple--one born in 1840 and the other in 1844. The first must have died soon after birth. It was important to follow the naming custom, however, so they did try again with that name choice and apparently succeeded the second time. When the naming pattern doesn't seem to fit, it is a signal that something is not right and triggers a search for missing persons.  Strange gaps between children are also a signal that something is not right. The first few children of Pietro and Angelo are about two years apart--which is common for children who are breast fed, since this acts as a natural birth control while the mother is nursing.  Nicasia’s birth was predicted based on the above conjectures and has been confirmed.

The Indomonte family:
Mariano's daughter Salvadora married Gaetano Indomonte in October 1836.  They had one known child, Giuseppe Indomonte  (b. Aug. 1837). This is probably the only child because he is born less than a year after her marriage and bears the name of Gaetano's father, who would be the namesake for the first born male.  Salvadora died shortly after Giuseppe’s birth in 1838.  Her husband, Gaetano, remarried to a woman named Isabella Corsello on April 7, 1839. Gaetano and Isabella had at least two children--Antonina (b. 1840) and Antonino (b. 1859).  But these children would NOT part of the Pagoria bloodline in any case, as the bloodline connects through Salvadora.  Salvadora's child, Giuseppe Indomonte, would be the only child to carry on this particular bloodline (if he survived to adulthood and produced children).  He does not appear to have died as a baby, but it is unknown when and if he married.

Salvadora's marriage application provides another copy of the 1828 death record for Filippo (of Isidoro and Giovanna), with her documentation--listed as her grandfather’s death record.  This Filippo Pagoria (d. 1828), the father of Nicasio and alleged father of Mariano, is listed as a "proprietor" on his death record, which may indicate that he was a landowner and is assumed to mean he was of a little higher status than a typical "peasant".  Interestingly, there is an Isidoro Pagoria found in the census records of 1748 who has a daughter named Filippa.  This family could be the predecessors of the Isidoro found in the church records --father of the Filippo (d.1828).  There seems to be a gap in the timing of one missing generation, but  the name Isidoro in connection with the Pagoria surname is very rare.

The Piraino family:

The youngest daughter of Mariano Pagoria and Giuseppa Ciaccio, Nicasia, was born about 1818, the year Mariano died.   On September 13, 1851, she married a tailor named Michele Piraino.  He was the son of Vincenzo Piraino and Giuseppa Ignaziato. His father was also a tailor.  It is recorded that Michele was residing with a Rosario Pagoria, possibly Mariano’s brother. The first Piraino son is named Vincenzo, after Michele's father, and the second son is named Mariano, after Nicasia's father. But their firstborn was a girl--Giuseppa.  As was the case with her Catanese cousins, both grandmothers were named Giuseppa.

Giuseppa

(b. June 29, 1852)

Giorgia

(b. February 4, 1854)

Vincenzo

(b. June 7, 1856)

Mariano

(b. November 21, 1858)

There could be other later children, because the date of death for Nicasia and Michele Piraino is unknown.

Giuseppa Ciaccio remarried:

After Mariano Pagoria died, his widow, Giuseppa Ciaccio, remarried to Giuseppe Rini, May 15, 1824.  Giuseppa’s children, Filippo and Angela were by then fairly well into their teens.  But Salvadora was only ten, and Nicasia six when their mother remarried.  The latter two may have grown up with half sisters or brothers carrying the surname Vini. 

Interestingly, a marriage record was found for a Giuseppe Ciaccio (son of Salvatore) in the 1850’s. It includes a copy of an 1809 marriage record for Salvatore. The time period suggests that Salvatore could be Giuseppa’s brother.  The documentation also includes an 1822 birth record for Salvatore’s son, Giuseppe. It lists two witnesses--a Filippo Pagoria and a Giuseppe Vini.  Filippo could be the widowed Giuseppa’s brother-in-law, (if Mariano had an older brother Filippo).  If Giuseppa and Salvadore were siblings, Filippo, being Giuseppa’s brother-in-law, would be like family to Salvatore--thus the reason he’s a witness at the birth of Salvatore’s child.  Or, this Filippo Pagoria could be the same who died in 1828, Giuseppa’s father-in-law.  It is interesting also that the maiden name of Salvatore’s wife is Scimeca, which happens to be the maiden name of Vincenzo Pagoria’s wife (son of Nicasia and Serafina Pesco). This may or may not be the same Scimeca family.

Whatever the Pagoria connection is, it seems likely this is the same Giuseppe Vini who became Giuseppa’s second husband, because of the linking of a Pagoria, a Ciaccio and a Vini together on the same document.  It can be proven whether Salvatore was Giuseppa’s brother or not by finding evidence for the names of his parents. Also, the full marriage record for Giuseppa’s remarriage is yet to be found. The date comes from an index listing. If the actual record is found, related documents may reveal further information, as well as a marriage certificate for her first marriage to Mariano.

Mariano Pagoria and Giuseppa Ciaccio’s grandchildren:

The children of Mariano and Giuseppa--Filippo, Angela, Salvadora and Nicasia, all carried on the lineage of this Pagoria family.  In the female lines, the surnames changed to Catanese, Indomonte, and Piraino.  Research on Mariano’s grandchildren has, for the most part, been done only as far as birth records so far. But it is known that Filippo and Isabella’s son, Mariano, married Apollonia D’Amieo, and that Angela and Pietro Catanese’s son, Salvatore, married Rosalia Catalano.  It’s possible that some grandchildren may not have lived to adulthood, or may have produced female children who married and took new surnames.  Further information will likely turn up in the marriage records of the 1860’s and 70’s, which have yet to be searched.

The Alia clan--Mariano Pagoria and Apollonia D’Amieo:
The marriage record for Mariano Pagoria (b.1834), found in Alia links the Pagoria’s of  Alia to the Pagoria’s of Caccamo.  It proves that Mariano Pagoria, son of Filippo Pagoria and Isabella Parisi, is the same person, as Mariano, ancestor of the “Paoria” line in Alia, who married Apollonia D’Amieo. Microfilmed records for Alia from 1820 through 1861 were searched and no Pagoria’s were found. Mariano Pagoria (b.1834) is likely the first Pagoria to emigrate to Alia. He was married there in 1877 to Apollonia when he was 43 years old, and is listed as a farmer.  It was rather problematic to find the trail of Mariano in Alia because he was not married until 5 years after the birth of his first child.  Searches made in the late 1860's were to no avail, because it didn't take place until 1877. Mariano and Apollonia had 9 children--

Elisabetta
(b. January 1, 1869)

Filippo

(b. June 25, 1872)

Teresa

(b. August 7, 1874)

Rosalia

(b. July 29, 1877)

(all born before Mariano's marriage in 1877) then...

Francesco
(b. 1880)

Vincenzo

(b. 1883)

Giuseppe

(b. 1888)

Maria

(b. 1891)

Liboria

(b. 1892)

Mariano first arrived in Alia some time prior to 1869 when his first child was born there.  At that time, the town had only recently developed into a permanent community of several hundred families, and was less than 250 years old. Mariano’s first son was named Filippo, after his paternal grandfather.  The birth certificate for the third chid, Teresa, provides yet another variant spelling for the Pagoria surname, spelling it “Pagheria”,  to add to “Pauria”, “Paguria”, “Pagaria”, “Pagoria” and “Paoria” existing in the Caccamo records.  Also, it can be surmised that there may be a child missing in between Vincenzo (b.1883) and Giuseppe (b.1888).  Only a few of Mariano’s children have been officially documented.  Information on later children was provided by Paoria descendants from Alia.  Mariano was about 58 years old when his last child was born.  

In Alia, “Santa Maria di tutte le Grazie” (Madonna of Grace), the patron saint , was honored annually. This festival for Santa Maria was carried to the United States with immigrants. Modonna statues were exported to Louisiana and New Jersey, where many Alia villagers migrated at the turn of the 20th century.  Pagoria’s from both Caccamo and Alia emigrated to the United States, though some remained in Italy.

About nine years before Mariano Pagoria (b.1834) first went to Alia, a Filippo Pagoria (of Giovanni) was born in Caccamo in 1860. He was a descendant of Nicasio Pagoria, believed to be the brother of Mariano Pagoria (d. 1818).  This Fillippo emigrated to the United States in the 1890’s.  One day, Filippo’s grandson, Peter Biamonte, in search of his roots, put out a query on the Internet in 1997. His query was answered by a Lisa Locascio, a United States resident, the following month. Lisa’s mother-in-law, Giuseppa Paoria, was the daughter of a Salvatore Paoria of Alia (a descandant of Mariano b.1834).  She knew that she had relatives in Caccamo, and that the true spelling of her surname was "Pagoria". Peter sought to prove whether or not the surnames “Pagoria” and “Paoria” were the same name, and if so, to learn the exact connection between the Alia clan and Caccamo, thus this research project was undertaken, and his questions have been answered.  

Due to the Italian naming custom in play, names of descendants of Mariano Pagoria (d.1818) are the same as those found amongst descendants of Nicasio Pagoria (d.1813).  Clues outlined above strongly support that Mariano is likely of the same lineage as Nicasio. There is also reason to believe Mariano and Nicasio may have had other siblings named Biaggio, Giuseppe, Domenico(a), Vincenzo, and Rosario, based on misc. unlinked Pagoria families found, and naming custom probabilities.  This remains speculation and would require access to church records prior to 1820, unless such documents appear within marriage banns from a later time.  If such marriage banns include a death record for Filippo Pagoria (d.1828) of Isidoro--as grandfather of the brides or grooms, parents of these applicants would be siblings of Mariano and Nicasio.
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The bulk of this research is based on civil vital records from the 19th century, found on LDS microfilm and records obtained by mail from the Caccamo Archives Office. Also used were 17th and 18th century census records found on LDS microfilm.  Land records, wills, military records and notary records have not been consulted as yet, and remain options for any future research. There was some correspondence with the Chiesa Madrice, the main Roman Catholic Church of Caccamo, who provided a bit of key information predating the 1820 civil records.

Documention for Pagoria Family Research -- Mariano lineage

The following documents are either 1) short form certificates prepared by the staff at Caccamo Archives Office or 2) microfilm printouts from LDS films of Caccamo Archives--films of the actual original documents in Italy.

Mariano and his probable father:

  1.  death extract (microfilm) 1818,  Mariano Pagoria  

  2.  death record (microfilm) 1828, Isidoro Pagoria

Children of Mariano Pagoria & Giuseppa Ciacco:

  3.  baptismal extract (microfilm) 1808,  Filippo Pagoria


  4.  marriage banns (microfilm) 1834, Filippo Pagoria & Isabella Parisi

  5.  marriage record (microfilm-long form replica original), Filippo & Isabella Parisi

  6.  baptismal extract 1811, Isabella Parisi

  7.  death extract (microfilm) 1812, Vincenzo Parisi (father of Isabella)

  8.  death extract (microfilm) 1885, Michele Parisi (grandfather of Isabella)

  9.  marriage extract from Italy 1833, Angela Pagoria & Pietro Catanese

10. marriage record (microfilm-long form replica original), Angela Pagoria & Pietro Catanese

11. baptismal extract (microfilm) 1814,  Salvatora Pagoria   

12. death extract from Italy 1838, Salvatora Pagoria        

13. death record (microfilm-long form replica original) Salvatora Pagoria

14. marriage extract from Italy 1836, Salvatora Pagoria & Gaetano Indomonte

15. marriage record (microfilm-long form replica original) Salvatora Pagoria & Gaetano Indomonte

16. marriage banns (microfilm) Salvatora Pagoria & Gaetano Indomonte

17. marriage extract from Italy 1851, Nicasia Pagoria & Michele Piraino

18. marriage record (microfilm-long form replica original) Nicasia Pagoria & Michele Piraino

19. marriage extract (microfilm), Nicasia  Pagoria  & Michele Piraino

20. death record 1828, Giorgio Indomonte (grandfather of Gaetano Indomonte)

21. death record 1824, Antonina Minnosa Indomonte (mother of Gaetano Indomonte)

22. death record 1822, Giuseppe Indomonte (father of Gaetano Indomonte)

23. baptismal extract 1809, Gaetano Indomonte (husband of Salvatora Pagoria)

Children of Filippo Pagoria & Isabella Parisi:

24. birth extract from Italy 1834,  Mariano Pagoria

25. baptismal extract (microfilm) Mariano Pagoria

26. birth record (microfilm-long form replica of original) Mariano Pagoria

27. birth extract from Italy 1836,  Vincenzo Pagoria

28. birth record (microfilm-long form, replica of original) Vincenzo Pagoria

29. birth extract from Italy 1838,  Giuseppe Pagoria

30. baptismal extract (microfilm), Giuseppe Pagoria

31. birth extract from Italy 1841,  Giuseppa Pagoria

32. baptismal extract (microfilm) Giuseppa Pagoria

33. birth record (microfilm-long form replica orginal) Giuseppa Pagoria

34. birth extract from Italy 1853,  Teotista Pagoria

35. baptismal extract (microfilm), Teotista Pagoria

36. birth record (microfilm-long form replica original) Teotista Pagoria

Children of Angela Pagoria & Pietro Catanese:

37. birth extract from Italy 1834,  Giuseppa Catanese 

38. birth record (microfilm-long form replica original) Giuseppa Catanese

39. baptismal extract, Giuseppa Catanese

40. birth extract from Italy 1836, Mariano Catanese 

41. birth record (microfilm-long form replica original) Mariano Catanese

42. birth extract from Italy 1838, Filippo Catanese

43. baptismal extract (microfilm) Filippo Catanese 

44. birth extract from Italy 1840, Vincenzo Catanese


45. baptismal extract (microfilm), Vincenzo Catanese

46. birth record (microfilm-long form replica original) Vincenzo Catanese

47. baptismal extract (microfilm)  1842 Giuseppe Catanese

48. birth extract from Italy 1844, Vincenzo Catanese 

49. birth record (microfilm-long form replica original) Vincenzo Catanese

50. baptismal extract (microfilm), Vincenzo Catanese

51. baptismal extract (microfilm) 1847, Salvatore Catanese

52. birth record (microfilm-long form hand copied from original for marriage) Salvatore Catanese

53. birth extract from Italy 1852, Maria Concetta Catanese

54. baptismal extract (microfilm), Maria Concetta Catanese

55. marriage banns (microflim) 1880, Salvatore Catanese and Rosalia Catalano

56. birth record (microfilm-long form hand copied from original for marriage) 


Rosalia Catalano 1857 

Child of Salvatore Pagoria and Gaetano Indomonte:

57. birth extract from Italy 1837,  Giuseppe Indomonte  

58. baptismal extract (microfilm) 1840, Antonina Indomonte (of Gaetano & 2nd wife)

59. birth record (microfilm-long form replica original) 1859, Antonino Indomonte 


(of Gaetano & 2nd wife)

Childen of Nicasia Pagoria & Michele Piraino:

60. birth extract from Italy 1852,  Giuseppa Piraino

61. baptismal extract (microfilm) Giuseppa Piraino 

62. baptismal extract (microfilm) 1854, Giorgia Piraino

63. birth extract from Italy 1856,  Vincenzo Piraino

64. birth extract from Italy 1858, Mariano Piraino

65. baptismal extract (microfilm) Mariano Piraino 

66. birth record (microflim-long form replica original), Mariano Piraino
 

Alia clan:
67. marriage record (microfilm-long form replica original) 1877,


 Mariano Pagoria & Apollonia  D'Amieo 

68. birth record (microfilm-long form replica original) 1869,   Elisabetta Pagoria  

69. birth extract from Italy 1872,  Filippo Pagoria of Mariano & Apollonia

70. birth record (microfilm-long form replica original) 1874,   Teresa Pagoria  

71. birth record (microfilm-long form replica original) 1877,   Rosalia Pagoria  

72. marriage extract from Italy 1902, Filippo Pagoria & Angela Costanza


73. marriage record (microfilm-long form replica original) Filippo Pagoria & Angela Costanza

74. death extract from Italy 1957, Filippo Pagoria of Mariano & Apollonia

75. birth extract from Italy 1881, Angela Costanza  (2  pages)

76. death extract from Italy 1967, Angela Costanza 

77.  Status of Family report from Alia, on Fillippo Pagoria & Angela Costanza family 


(list of all children, dates of birth, their marriages, deaths) 2 pages

Miscellaneous others--possibly related to the Mariano Pagoria lineage:

78. marriage banns (microfilm-long form replica original) 1855 Giuseppe Ciaccio (of Salvatore)

*(Salvatore a possible brother to Giuseppa Ciaccio, widow of Mariano who died 1818)contains 

79. birth extract (microfilm) 1809, Salvatore Ciaccio

80. birth extract (microfilm) 1822, Giuseppe Ciaccio (of Salvatore)

      *(mentions witnesses Filippo Pagoria and  Giuseppe Vini)

********

